What is a Protection Order? February 1, 2017 The National Center on Protection Orders and Full Faith & Credit (NCPOFFC) provides technical assistance and training on a wide variety of topics related to protection orders. There are several recurring questions that continually arise regarding protection orders or specific types of orders. It is imperative for allied professionals to understand what qualifies as a protection order.
What is a Protection Order?
The The VAWA definition of protection orders is broad and encompasses numerous types of injunctions or restraining orders that may be issued pursuant to the criminal, family, child welfare, and civil chapters of state, tribal, or territorial statutes.  Conditions on bail or release, on probation or parole, and in criminal no contact orders in sexual assault, stalking, dating violence, or domestic violence cases;
 "No contact" orders or "no violent contact" orders awarded during divorce proceedings and in divorce decrees;
 Safety directives in custodial or "parenting time" orders that prohibit or limit communication, proscribe threatening behavior, or require supervised visitation;
 Provisions in a spousal support order for wage attachment and establishing limits on obligor proximity to the applicant spouse;
 Mandates against surveillance or stalking by a person against whom a stalking or harassment order is issued; and  Any civil restraining or protection order that is granted pursuant to a statute crafted to safeguard family or household members, intimate partners, and dating persons from further threats, physical or sexual abuse, harassment, or stalking by a person found to have inflicted the violence.
Consent Orders
If a court issues a valid protection order on behalf of only one party, federal law does not require that the order include specific findings of abuse to be enforceable across jurisdictional lines. This means that if a survivor files a petition for a protection order and the abuser consents or agrees to entry of the order, even without admitting to the abuse, the order is still entitled to full faith and credit.
Default Orders
Some orders may be issued without the respondent present. These orders may be entitled to full faith and credit. If respondents do not appear at a scheduled hearing of which they had prior notice or service, as required by law, and the court enters an order against them by default, the order is entitled to full faith and credit.
Mutual Orders
Sometimes courts issue a single protection order that includes prohibitions or relief against both the petitioner and respondent, such as mutual no contact provisions. The full faith and credit provision of VAWA requires special safeguards for enforcement of this type of order across jurisdictional lines. Under the federal law, an order should be enforced only against the respondent and not the petitioner, unless the respondent cross-filed a separate, written pleading, complaint, or petition for a protection order and the issuing court made specific findings that both parties abused each other and were therefore entitled to protection from further abuse. 18 U.S.C. § 2265(c).
 Advocates who are working with a survivor whose abuser filed a petition should first help the survivor file a cross-petition so the court can make a finding that the survivor is entitled to relief and issue an order that can be enforced across jurisdictional lines.
 Another option is for a survivor to file a separate petition so the survivor can get a separate docket number and an order that will be entitled to full faith and credit.
 If appropriate, advocates should be prepared to help survivors appeal any order entered against them.
